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CALL 2009 “THE YEAR OF THE 3 ‘Ps’”

� THE PRESIDENT
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CALL 2009 “THE YEAR OF THE ‘Ps’”

� PEANUTS

� PISTACHIOS
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THE PRESIDENT

� DURING THE CAMPAIGN, OBAMA PLEDGED –

“WHEN I’M PRESIDENT, IT WILL NOT BE BUSINESS AS USUA L 
WHEN IT COMES TO FOOD SAFETY”

�  HAS INSTALLED IN LEADERSHIP POSITIONS PERSONS WITH 
PROSECUTORIAL AND CONSUMER ACTIVIST BACKGROUNDS

�  ELECTION SWEPT DEMOCRATS TO POWER IN BOTH HOUSE AND  
SENATE, ALONG WITH MAJOR LEADERSHIP CHANGES
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PEANUTS AND PISTACHIOS

� MAJOR FOOD RECALLS HAVE ERODED CONFIDENCE IN 
ABILITY OF CURRENT REGULATORY SYSTEM TO ENSURE SAFE  
FOOD SUPPLY

�  SIGNIFICANT FOOD SAFETY LEGISLATION ALMOST CERTAIN TO BE 
ENACTED DURING THIS CONGRESS

�  FOOD SAFETY LIKELY TO BE PRIMARY PRIORITY AT FDA (T AKING 
RESOURCES AWAY FROM STANDARDS, LABELING ISSUES, ETC .)
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3 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS 
CURRENTLY PENDING

� S. 510 – The FDA Food Safety 
Modernization Act (DURBIN (D-IL))

�   HR 759 – The Food and Drug Administration 
Globalization Act (DINGELL 
(D-MI))

�   HR 875 – The Food Safety Modernization 
Act (DeLauro (D-CT))
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3 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS 
CURRENTLY PENDING

� Periodic facility registration and re-registration (significant 
user fees a possibility)

�   Enhanced records access

�   Mandatory recall authority

�   Mandatory HACCP

�   Administrative detention authority

�   Laboratory accreditation

�   Split FDA’s food safety responsibilities and place in separate 
agency
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ONGOING INITIATIVES AT FDA…

� REVAMPING OF 
NUTRITION 
LABEL
� FORMATTING
� DAILY VALUE
� DEFINITION OF 

FIBER
� TRANSFAT, 

OTHER ISSUES
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ONGOING INITIATIVES AT FDA…

� FRONT OF PACK 
LABELING 
CLAIMS
� “100 CALORIE 

PACKS”

� GDA LABELING
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ONGOING INITIATIVES AT FTC…

� OBESITY
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ONGOING INITIATIVES AT FTC…

� UPDATING OF GREEN 
GUIDES
� GUIDES ARE 10 YEARS OLD
� NEW TYPES OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLAIMS 
NEVER CONTEMPLATED 
WHEN GUIDES DEVELOPED

� FTC HAS HOSTED SERIES 
OF WORKSHOPS TO 
DISCUSS DIFFERENT 
TYPES OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CLAIMS

� NEW GREEN GUIDES 
EXPECTED TO BE 
PUBLISHED SOON
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OVERARCHING FOCUS ON 
SUSTAINABILITY

� EVALUATION OF 
BUSINESS 
PRACTICES ON 
BASIS OF SOCIAL 
DESIRABILITY 
RATHER THAN 
LEGALITY
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